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Probably the most important duty of the
police is to enforce law and order. In many
of the remote districts they not only preserve
the law, but make it and interpret it. The
officers make regular trips throughout their
districts to hold court. In tracking down
criminals these men have many difficulties.
It might seem that in the north, especially in
winter, it would be almost impossible to de-
tect a crime and punish the criminal. The
records of the police prove the contrary. No
detective force in the world can show a better
record. No matter how small the crime,
"Get the man," is the order. The murderer
and the sneak thief are both criminals;
though their punishment is different, both
must be punished. Time and distance are no
object. This attitude, absolute justice to
every man, has earned for the mounted police
the fear of all evil-doers and the respect and
admiration of all good citizens.
Present Organization. As organized in
1931, the force included one commissioner, two
assistant commissioners, nine superintendents,
forty-five inspectors, one surgeon, one veter-
inary surgeon, 1,292 non-commissioned of-
ficers and constables. The Yukon and the
Northwest Territories constitute an area of
more than 2,500,000 square miles. The re-
motest detachments are in the far Arctic.
These include posts on Ellesmere, North De-
von, Baffin and Victoria Islands. The post
on Baehe peninsula is only a little over 700
miles from the North Pole.
During the World War many hundreds of
the force took their discharge to serve in
the Canadian and British army. Many of
its members rose to high rank, six reaching
the rank of general. Owing to the demands
upon the force made by the war, it became
necessary for it to withdraw from policing
the provinces of Alberta and Saskatchewan.
In December, 1918, the jurisdiction of the
force was extended for Federal purposes
to the whole of Western Canada from 86°
longitude to the Pacific coast.
ROYAL SOCIETY, the, a scientific so-
ciety in Great Britain, the most famous and
influential scientific society in the world. In
1664 it began the publication of Philosoph-
ical Transactions, since 1750 published an-
nually and containing the most valuable
- recor^ of scientific developments in exist-
ence. Important scientific commissions
which have been entrusted by the British
government to the Royal Society have in-
 cluded the direction of the Royal Observatory
at Greenwich by Isaac Newton in 1671, th«
correcting of the calendar in 1752, the pro
tection of British ships from lightning, the
measurement of a degree of latitude, the
Antarctic expedition under Captain Cook in
1772, the Arctic expeditions under Parry
in 1819, Sir John Franklin in 1845 and Nares
in 1874, the determination of the density
of the earth, the accurate comparison of
systems of weights and measures and many
other similar undertakings. Several trust
funds and a library of 50,000 volumes are
in the hands of the Society.
Admission to the Royal Society is dif-
ficult to secure, and the F. R. S. (Fellow of
the Royal Society), which its members are
allowed to write after their names, is a sign
of great distinction. Fifteen new members
may be admitted each year, and there may
be representatives of other countries than
Great Britain on the roll to the number of
fifty.
RUBAIYAT, roolai'yat. See omar
khayyam.
RUBBER AND RUBBER MANUFAC-
TURE. Rubber is an elastic gum made from
the milky juice of a number of plants which
grow in the tropical and semitropical regions
of the world. The juice resembles the milk-
white sap of the milkweed, and it is now
known that plants of the milkweed family
contain a small quantity of rubber.
How Rubber is Obtained. The hevea tree,
which is found in large numbers in the for-
ests of the Amazon, is the chief source from
which rubber is obtained. The work is done
by Indians. The sap, or latex, as it is called,
comes from the inner layer of bark, and the
tree is gashed just deep enough to reach
this layer. The tool used resembles an or-
dinary hatchet. First a vertical gash, ot
channel, is made. Then, slanting gashes
connecting with this are made on one or
both sides. The latex flows down these cuts
to the main channel, and a cup is placed at its
bottom to catch the fluid. The tapping is
done early in the morning, and the latex is
gathered a few hours later.
Making the Rubber. A pail of latex looks
very much like a pail of milk, and if al-
lowed to stand the rubber will rise to the
surface like cream. But the water must be
evaporated and the rubber coagulated at
once, or the rubber will be injured. The
Indian makes a small fire of sticks and palm

